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The2016newsletter of the Divisionof International Criminology(DIC)of the AmericanSocietyof Criminology(ASC)
starts off the yearby lookingbackto the ASCmeetingof 2015in Washington,D.C. In this issuewesaya fond farewell to
SeshaKethineniand introducethe new DivisionChair,SheldonZhang. Wethen celebratethe 2015awardwinners. We
hear from the 2015FredaAdler DistinguishedScholarAward recipientĔWilliam Alex Pridemorewho explainsthat
comparativecriminologyis criminology. Then, JanaArsovska, the 2015DistinguishedBookAwardwinner,talks about
the inspiration for her acclaimedbook about Albanianorganizedcrime. We also hear from the winnersof the best
doctoral student papers: SylwiaJ. Piatkowskaon racially motivated crime,and; TamekaSamuels- Joneson hazardous
waste dumping. The focus then turns to the current and recent projects of Criminologistswithout Bordersbefore
displayingsome pictures from the 2015DICAnnual Awards Presentationand Receptionin Washington,D.C.. The
newsletter concludeswith an update on the International Journal of Comparativeand Applied Criminal Justice,
upcomingconferencesandsomeinterestingrecentpublicationsin the realmof internationalcriminology.
And as always,forwarding this e- mail to at least one non- DICmemberhelps spreadthe word about the Division's
activitiesandleadsto a growingmembership.
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As we move forward in this new two -year term, our biggest challenge remains :
how can we strengthen the standing of our division within the ASC context? I see
two major tasks ahead of us:

Increase DIC paid membership . We have a large mailing list, and there is no
shortage of interests in what we do . It is rare to find any criminologists who are
not interested in international subject matters or comparative analysis . The
challenge is how to convert such strong academic interests into actual
membership . Efforts have been made to increase CHBôpmembership, such as
encouraging established scholars to bring along graduate students to the DIC
luncheon, and publicize DICjbj_bopôexciting stories through our newsletter . I am
open to suggestions as to what we can do to improve our membership recruitment
efforts .

Improve CHBôprelationship with other international organizations . Many of us attend
meetings organized by the European Society of Criminology and Asian
Criminological Society . Within ASC, there are also a growing number of groups
whose members have a distinct international flare, such as the Korean Society of
Criminology in America (KSCA), and the Association of Chinese Criminology and
Criminal Justice in the U.S. (ACCCJUS). By increasing interactions among these
organizations, perhaps we can bring forth greater energy in advancing our mutual
organizational interests .
I welcome suggestions as to what we can do to strengthen our division, and draw
more scholars and students into our division . Together with my colleagues in the
DIC leadership, I will do my best to advance our collective mission .

- Sheldon Zhang

Professor of Sociology, San Diego State University
ASC Division of International Criminology

Chairės Report

DearDICMembers,

I am honored to be elected as the new chair to the Division of
International Criminology(DIC),and I certainly havesomebig shoes
and heels to fill . Fortunately I am among a group of outstanding
researchersandscholarswhomI canturn to for adviceandguidance.
Ourdivisionis in goodfiscalstanding. Ourmembershipremainssome
of the mostactiveamongASC. Sesha Kethineni & 

Sheldon Zhang
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Sheldon ZhangĔDIC Chair

SheldonZhang,Ph.D. (1993, Sociology)isa Professorof Sociology. Hisresearch
areasare transnational organizedcrime, human smugglingand trafficking,
probationand parole,community- basedcorrections,criminologicaltheories,
marriageandthe family. Hehaspublishedfour books,fifty journalpapersand
seventeenbook chapters. He has been the principal investigator and Co-
principal investigatorof 25 researchprojectsfundedby National Institute of
Justice,National ScienceFoundation,National Institute of Health, and the
State of California. Other than researchand teaching,he likes to travel and
experiencedifferent foodsandmusic. Hehasrecentlytakena great interest in
craft beersandtries to samplesomewhereverhetravels.

Who is the 
Division of International Criminology  ?

The DIC is you, it is each and every member that makes the DIC work! But have you ever wondered who 
the people working behind the scenes of the DIC are? Well here is a roundup of the who-is-who of your 

Division.

Anamika Twyman-Ghoshal

Sheldon Zhang

Phil He ĔDIC Secretary & Treasurer

Phil He receivedhis law degree(LL.B.) from XiamenUniversity(China)in 1988
andhis Ph.D. in CriminalJusticefrom the Universityof Nebraska- Omaha(1997).
He is a tenured faculty member at Northeastern University, School of
CriminologyandCriminalJustice(Boston,MA). A former AssociateDeanfor the
Schoolof CriminologyandCriminalJustice,hecurrently servesasthe Associate
Vice- Provost for GraduateEducation,Office of the Provost at Northeastern
University. PhilHeėsprimary teachingand researchinterests includepolicing,
comparativecriminology,Chinesecriminal trials and quantitative methods. He
wasthe PrincipalInvestigatorfor the U.S. portion of the 30- nationInternational
Self- report DelinquencyStudy funded by the National Institute of Justice. He
has beenheavily involvedin the rule of law reform related projects in China,
sponsoredby the Ford and the MacArthurFoundations. He is the author of
threebooksanddozensof refereedarticlesin academicjournals.

Anamika Twyman- Ghoshal 
ĔDIC Newsletter Editor

Anamika Twyman- Ghoshal is an Assistant Professor of Sociology and
Criminologyat StonehillCollegein Easton,MA. Shereceivedher Ph.D. from
NortheasternUniversityin Boston,MA (2012); her doctoral researchcreated
one of the most comprehensivecontemporary maritime piracy databases
availableandfocusedon understandingthe sociologicalcontext for maritime
piracy in Somalia. Sheholds aMasterėsdegreein International BusinessLaw
from Queen Mary College,University of London (2002). Prior to joining
academia,sheworked for the International Maritime Bureauin London. Her
maininterestsincludeteachingandresearchingthe impactof globalizationon
crime and society,includingcrimesof the powerful, global crimes,maritime
piracy,andterrorism. Sheis fluent in English,German,Polish,Frenchandcan
speakBengali; considersherself a third culture kid; and enjoystraveling the
world with herfamily.

Phil He
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VincenzoRuggiero- DICExecutiveCouncilor

VincenzoRuggierois a Professor of Sociologyand Criminologyat
MiddlesexUniversityin London. Hehasworkedon imprisonment,illicit
drugs, the crimesof the powerful and political violence. He has also
written about the images of crime in classical fiction. His latest
monographs are ĖPenalAbolitionismė(2010), ĖTheCrimes of the
Economyė(2013) andĖPowerandCrimeė(2015). His next book will be
calledĖDirtyMoneyė. Before becomingan academic,he was a penal
reform activist and the founder of a publishinghousespecializingin
prisoners'writings. Recently,hehassecureda grant from the European
Commission(within the Horizon2020program)to conductresearchon
the processesthat leads to involvement in organized crime and
terrorism networks. Some of his favorite things include teaching,
writing andthe sunof Bahia.

Camille Gibson

Camille Gibson ĔDIC Executive Councilor

CamilleGibson,a nativeof Jamaica,is a professorof CriminalJusticeand
JuvenileJusticeat PrairieViewA&M University,just outsideof Houston,
Texas. Her publications include being author of the book BeingReal:
Student- TeacherInteractions and African AmericanMale Delinquency
and co- author of JuvenileSex Offending: What the Public Needs to
Know. Her articles have addressed topics such as Jamaicandrug
trafficking; gangsin schools; raceandschoolsuspensions,sexualabuse,
sex trafficking, child abuse and juvenile violence. She is a former
presidentof the SouthwesternAssociationof CriminalJustice. In addition
to serviceto the DIC,sheserveson the Boardof the Academyof Criminal
JusticeSciences.Heraspirationsincludethe masteryof moderndance.

Janet Stamatel ĔDIC Executive Councilor

JanetStamatelis an AssistantProfessorin the Departmentof Sociology
at the University of Kentucky; previously she was faculty at the
Universityat AlbanySchoolof CriminalJustice. Shereceivedher Ph.D. in
Sociologyfrom the Universityof Chicago. JanetStamatel specializesin
global criminology,political sociology,and quantitative methods. Her
primaryresearchagendaaddresseswhycountriesvaryin their levelsand
typesof crime,how to best measurethat variation,andhow to advance
criminological theories to account for macro- level crime differences.
She is especially interested in how political regime changes can
contribute to or alleviatesocialdisorderproblems,suchascrime. Most
of her research to date has examined how democratization and
marketization have affected crime rates in post- communist Eastern
Europe. Morerecentlysheexpandedher researchto look at other types
of political andeconomicchangesin other regionsof the world.

Who is the DIC?  Cont.

Vincenzo Ruggiero

Janet Stamatel
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2015 DIC Award Winners
at the American Society of Criminology Meeting in Atlanta

Freda Adler Distinguished Scholar Award 
Winner
WILLIAM ALEX PRIDEMORE

Distinguished  Book Award Winner
JANA ARSOVSKA 

ęDecoding Albanian Organized CrimeĚ

Doctoral Student Paper Award Winner
Sylwia J. Piatkowska
State University of New York at Albany
ęSubnational predictors of racially motivated crime: A cross-
national multilevel analysis.Ě

Doctoral Student Paper Award Winner
Tameka Samuels- Jones

University of Florida
ęPlaying dirty or playing fair? AN examination 

of criminalization of the transnational 
dumping of hazardous waste.Ě
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Comparative Criminology is 
Criminology Itself
By 2015 Freda Adler Distinguished Scholar 
Award Winner, William Alex Pridemore
School of Criminal Justice, State University of New York at Albany 

warmwelcome. I thank them for that. Within two years,whilestill a PhDstudent,I wason the DICExecutiveBoard.
In the final yearof my PhDandthe first yearasa faculty member,I wasthe DICSecretary. My professionalandASC
calendarsfilled up over the yearsandI am not alwaysable to attend the luncheonor beasinvolvedin DICaffairs,
but the Divisionisstill a hometo meandI will neverforget howit warmly welcomedmeto the field.
Thisawardis alsospecialto me becauseit is namedfor FredaAdler,who in so manywayswasand is a pioneerin
criminology. Weall benefit today from FredaandGerhardėsgroundbreakingwork andpioneeringleadership. Thank
you,Freda.
Growingup with limited meansin the hills of southernIndiana,I neverexpectedto travel. Howeveras I beganto
pursuean academiccareer,my researchinterests were international from the beginning. I taught criminologyin
Ukraine(soonafter the fall of the SovietUnion)following my MA,I did my dissertationon Russia,I hada year- long
researchfellowship at Harvardin the DavisCenterfor Russianand EurasianStudies,and I spent a sabbaticalin
Sweden. I am nowDeanof the Schoolof CriminalJusticeat the Universityat AlbanyĔSUNY,a specialplacewith an
incredibletradition in the field, andI will usemy positionto promote international criminology.
I refer only briefly here to my own research. BelowI list someof my publications. My researchincludesindividual
nations and cross- national analyses. In individual nations I have tested classical Durkheimian theory and
contemporary explanations like institutional anomie theory in non- Western contexts like Russia(thanks to
Vladimir Shkolnikovand EvgenyAndreev)and Iran (thanks to Akbar Aliverdinia). More broadly, discoveringthe
population- level characteristicsthat contribute to the wide variation in cross- national rates of seriousviolence
conveyssomethingfundamentalabout humansocieties. Within the last decadeor soĔand continuingnow with a
very talented former PhDstudent and current post- doc of mine, Meg RogersĔI havebeenable to make some
contributionsto this researcharea. Justasimportant astheory is the ability to undertakemeaningfultests of it, and
both in individual nations and cross- nationally I have and continue to carry out researchon measurementand
method.
International and comparativecriminology is integral to the criminologicalenterpriseand to the criminological
imagination. Toborrow from a scientificheroof mine(RichardFeynman),we are still truly at the very beginningof
our scientificunderstandingof internationalandcomparativecrimeandjustice. Soeverydaywemust beinspiredto
improvethe quality and scopeof our research; not so that we can get a publication,get tenure, or win the Adler
Award,but sothat wecancontinueto build uponthe foundationof pioneerslike FredaandGerhard.

To receivean award is nice, but to receivethis award from this Divisionis
special. TheDivisionof International Criminologyhasbeenlike a hometo me
from very early in my career. I attended the secondAmericanSociety of
Criminologyconference,my first DIC luncheon, in 1997in San Diego as a
nervousPhDstudent. I was not very good at meeting people,however,Jim
Lynch,the omnipresentand the always smiling Dick Bennett gave me aWilliam Alex Pridemore
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SelectedPublications

Aliverdinia,A., & Pridemore,W.A. (2009).Womenėsfatalistic suicidein Iran: A partial test of Durkheimin an IslamicRepublic.
ViolenceAgainstWomen, 15, 307- 320.

Andreev,E.M., Shkolnikov,V.M., Pridemore,W.A., & Nikitina, S. (2015). A method for reclassifyingcauseof death in cases
categorizedasęeventof undeterminedintent.ĚPopulationHealthMetrics,13:23.

Liem,M.C.A., & Pridemore,W.A. (Eds.). (2012). Handbookof Europeanhomicideresearch: Patterns,explanations,and country
studies.NewYork: Springer.

Pridemore,W.A. (2002). Vodkaandviolence: Alcoholconsumptionandhomicideratesin Russia. AmericanJournalof PublicHealth,
92, 1921- 1930.

Pridemore,W.A. (2003). Measuringhomicidein Russia: A comparisonof estimatesfrom the crime and vital statistics reporting
systems. SocialScience& Medicine, 57, 1343- 1354.

Pridemore,W.A. (2005).Socialstructureandhomicidein post- SovietRussia. SocialScienceResearch,34, 732- 756.

Pridemore,W.A. (Ed.). (2005).RulingRussia: Law,crime,andjusticein a changingsociety. Rowman& Littlefield.

Pridemore,W.A. (2006).Heavydrinkingandsuicidemortality in Russia. SocialForces, 85, 413- 430.

Pridemore,W.A. (2008). A methodologicaladdition to the cross- nationalempiricalliterature on socialstructure andhomicide: A
first test of the poverty- homicidethesis. Criminology,46, 133- 154.

Pridemore,W.A. (2011). Povertymatters: Areassessmentof the inequality- homiciderelationshipin cross- nationalstudies. British
Journalof Criminology,51, 739- 772.

Pridemore,W.A., Chamlin,M.B., & Andreev,E.M. (2013). Reductionin male suicidemortality following the 2006Russianalcohol
policy: Aninterruptedtime seriesanalysis.AmericanJournalof PublicHealth, 103, 2021- 2026.

Pridemore,W.A., Chamlin,M.B., & Cochran,J.K. (2007). An interrupted time seriesanalysisof Durkheimėssocial deregulation
thesis: Thecaseof the RussianFederation.JusticeQuarterly, 24,271- 290.

Pridemore,W.A., & Kim,S.W. (2006). Democratizationandpolitical changeasthreats to collectivesentiments: TestingDurkheim
in Russia. Annalsof the AmericanAcademyof PoliticalandSocialScience, 605,82- 103.

Rogers,M., & Pridemore,W.A. (2013). Poverty, social protection, and cross- national homicide rates: Direct and moderating
effects.SocialScienceResearch, 42,584- 595.
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Decoding Albanian Organized Crime: 
By Distinguished Book Award Winner Jana Arsovska
John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York, USA

I waselevenyearsold whenthe SocialistFederalRepublic
of Yugoslaviawasdrawninto a highlydestructiveconflict.
In 1991the collapseof the federal state culminatedin the
secessionof its more developedrepublics,Sloveniaand
Croatia. By 1992 the struggle had shifted to Bosnia-
Herzegovina,andEuropeexperiencedthe bloodiestwar on
its territory sinceWorldWarII. Oncethe conflict spreadto
Kosovo,however, it becameclear that regional conflict
would have serious consequencesfor Macedonia,my
nativecountry,aswell.

By the late 2000, the local Macedoniannewspaperswere writing about the spreadof interethnic
violencein the country. Thesewere terrible times for both ethnic Albanianand ethnic Macedonian
peoplewho were trapped in a world full of silent laws,deception,political manipulations,and crime.
Thesewere also horrible times for most small businessesin the Balkan region. However,I was
optimisticaboutopeningacafêbar in Macedoniaduringthe most turbulent times.
ThecafêbarDecorumcameto life in January2001. Thesewereterrible timesfor most smallbusinesses
in the Balkanregion,but my acquaintanceVladoand I were optimistic about openingacafêbar in
Macedonia. Fora few monthsthe businesswent surprisinglywell. Onenight a groupof men,knownin
our city asĖthugsė,Ėracketeersė,andĖtoughguysė,visited my bar. Theydrank good- quality Scotch
whiskyandthen askedfor the check. BecauseI wasawareof their reputation for violence,I instructed
the waitressnot to chargethem anything,hopingthey wouldleavewithout causingtrouble.
Oneof the guys,however,insistedon payingthe bill. He acted as if he did not understandwhy we
would let him drink for free. Assoonas they paid the bill, the man approachedmy businesspartner,
and askedhim to step outside the bar. He claimedthat we hadędishonoredĚhim becausewhen he
askedfor the bill, hedidnėtexpectthat hewouldhaveto payfor the drinksof everyoneelsein this bar.
This was his way of initiating an argument and then asking for money. Consequently,we became
victimsof extortion andthis wasjust the beginning.
Yearslater I completedmy MAin Criminologyat the Universityof Leuvenin Belgium,andI receivedan
opportunity to enroll into a Ph.D. programat the sameUniversity. At that time, the rise of Albanian
organizedcrime groupsin Belgiumwas a topic of concernfor law enforcementofficials. Theywere
particularly known for controlling the prostitution markets in Antwerp and Brussels,as well as for
trafficking of cocainefrom the Netherlandsand Belgiumto Italy. My mentors advisedme to start a
projecton the role of cultural codesin the evolutionethnicAlbanianorganizedcrimegroupsin Europe
andthat ishowmybookwasborn.

Jana Arsovska
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Decoding Albanian Organized Crime
(Cont.)

Thereare manymyths about the rise of theęAlbanianmafiaĚin Europeand beyond. For variousreasons,often
political, thesemyths developedover the years. Thereforemy book attempts to makesenseof the mythology
surroundingthe topic of ethnicAlbanianorganizedcrime,althoughits implicationsaremuchwider. Forexample,
some of the most widespreadmyths about the so- called Albanianmafia are that the traditional Albanian
ęcultureofviolenceĚandthe customaryKanunlawshaveled to a drastic increasein organizedcrimein Albania;
that the Albanianmafia is the newSicilianmafia; that there is onenationwideAlbanianmafia; that this Albanian
mafia is hierarchically structured, with families, bosses, and
underbosses; that this organization adheres to the ancient Albanian customary Kanun laws
(code of conduct); that the Albanian mafia is able to move easily across territories and gain
control of foreignterritories; that politiciansin the countriesof origin (AlbaniaandKosovo)control the Albanian
mafia,andsoon.

One challenge for scholars and law enforcement officials is understandingthe nature of ętransnationalĚ
organizedcrime groups as well as the relation between organizedcrime and international migration. The
administrators of justice must be awareof the invisible lines that separateperceptionand reality, legitimate
anger and ignorance- inspiredbitterness. Thisbook challengesvarious assumptionsmade about the rise and
expansionof Albanianorganizedcrime groupsin the Balkansand the West. It is important for governmentsto
developpolitically acceptablesolutionsto issuesrelated to international migrationandtransnationalorganized
crimewhileseparatingthesetwo phenomena.
My decade- long researchproject indicatesthat there is no single,ethnically homogeneousAlbanianor Balkan
ęmafia,Ěstructured hierarchicallylike the traditional LCNor the Sicilianmafia. Contraryto commonbelief, no
strict hierarchy exists within ethnic Albaniancriminal groups,and there are no ęKanun-basedĚgodfathers.
Rather,Albanianorganizedcrime groups,for practical reasonsof languageand culture, are organizedaround
ethnic groups and friendship ties. Often, family ties play a role, but the membershipof a group is rarely
exclusivelyAlbanian.

Althoughorganizedcrime figuresmaintain ties to the Balkanregionand their countriesof origin, this doesnot
mean that groups in the Balkan region control Albanian criminal organizationsabroad. The Balkan region
remains a safe haven for some of these groups,but one should bear in mind that some Albanian groups
establishedthemselvesabroadafter escapingjusticein Albaniaor Kosovo. Thereis little evidencethat Albanian
organizedcrime is a strategically transplantedentity or a rational bureaucracythat hasbeenable to moveits
ębusinessĚsuccessfully to foreign territories. It does not appear that these criminal groups resemble
multinational corporations,or that there is a nationwideAlbanianmafia. On the contrary, the mobility of the
groupsseemsto be functional and project- based,and there is noęonesize fits allĚexplanation of criminal
mobility.
In general,this bookisskepticalboth of theoriesthat denythe importanceof structural constraintson individual
decisions,and of structural theories that deny agencyto individualsand families. In fact, it proposesits own
multi- level theory of organizedcrimeoffenderdecision- making.

I am honoredthat my book hasreceivedseveralprestigiousawardsand that my colleaguesfound it to be an
interestingand refreshingread. Truly grateful. It meansa lot to a junior scholar. However,I am glad to be done
with it (after a decadeof hardwork) soI canmoveonto my next bookproject!
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Subnational predictors of 
racially motivated crime
A cross- national multilevel analysis 
By Doctoral Student Paper Award Winner 
Sylwia J. Piatkowska 
State University of New York at Albany

beengivento the influenceof thesefactors on hate crimesat the regionallevel,however,researchutilizing a comparative,
cross- national approachto investigate their impacts on hate crime over time is almost nonexistent. The present study
addressesthis gap by examiningthe effects of subnationalcorrelates on the rates of racially motivated crime across
different regionsandcountiesin four Europeancountriesbetween1997and2013. Usingpooledcross- sectionaltime- series
data on officially recordedracist crimes,this study examinesthe regionaland county levelsof racially motivated crime. It
alsoexamineswhether thesecountriesėsubnationaljurisdictionshavebeeninfluencedover time by the sizeof the foreign-
bornpopulationandthe economicconditions.
My paperaroseout of the observationthat our knowledgein the areaof hate crime is strikingly scarce. Whilesomeprior
work hasexaminedthe impactof structural covariatesonhate crimeratesat the neighborhoodor county- level,the findings
of these studiesare often inconsistent. Moreover,the scopeof extant researchon hate crime is largely confinedto hate
crime within a singlenation, leavingplausiblepatterns of hate crime acrossnations largely unexamined. Thisdearth of
comparative,cross- national researchis due in part to data constraints. Not only do nationsdivergein terms of how they
record and report hate crime, but also in terms of how they understandand conceptualizethis term. Thesefacts have
renderedthe attempt to conductempirical,cross- nationalcomparisonsdifficult .
By addressingthese issuesin my work, I seekto advanceour knowledgeabout hate- motivated crimesin cross- national
settings. Toavoida direct comparisonof hatecrimeamongdifferent nations,I estimatea multilevel hybridpanelrate model
where time is nested within the subnationalunits. My work is also conductedwith reference to Americantheories of
intergroup crime, thereby testing their generalizabilityand applicability in Europeansettings. Finally,I usethree different
geographicaldivisionsasunits of analysis,the selectionof whichis basedon the EuropeanUnionėsclassificationsystem,the
Nomenclatureof Territorial Units for Statistics (NUTS). Doingso rendersit possibleto assesswhether the effects of the
correlatesof hatecrimearecontingentonvaryingunitsof analysis.
Theresults from multilevel hybrid panel rate model showthat the relative sizeof the foreign- born population is concave
curvilinearlyassociatedwith levelsof racist crime. That is, there is an inverserelationshipbetweenminority groupsizeand
hate crime level. However,there may be a tipping point, after which this trend is altered and the relationshipchanges. As
minority group size becomesextremely large, minorities becomeincreasedtargets of hate- motivated violence. These
findings, thus, lend support for a particular U- shapedtrend relating foreign- born population size to racially motivated
crime. Theresultsalsoprovideevidencefor significanteffects of the control variablesin waysthat by andlargeconformto
those presentedin prior research. Thisincludesa significant positive effect of the level of total crime rates, a significant
positive effect of the percentageof youngpopulation,and a significant negativeeffect of population density. Thestudy
concludesbydiscussingthe role of contextual factors in predictingcrimemotivatedby bias.
Asa final note,I wouldlike to thank the Divisionof InternationalCriminologyfor this outstandingrecognition. I amalsotruly
thankful to the faculty andmy colleaguesat Universityat Albany,SUNYfor their helpful recommendationson this project. I
am alsoextremelygrateful to Prof. StevenF. Messnerfor hisexceptionalsupport andencouragementduringmy academic
career.

Previousresearchhas examinedthe impact of economicconditions and
populationcompositionon the hate crime rates at the neighborhoodand
county levels. Scant attention has

Sylwia J. Piatkowska
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Playing Dirty or Fighting 
Fair? 
An Examination of the Criminalization of the 
Transnational Dumping of Hazardous Waste 
By Doctoral Student Paper Award Winner
Tameka Samuels- Jones, University of Florida

In Global DumpingGround,Moyers (1990), notes that ęapowerful economicequation drives the global trade in
poisons: mountingpilesof hazardouswaste,a shrinkingsupplyof disposalsitesandexorbitant profits for peoplewho
canget rid of it - legally or illegally.ĚMoyersfurther notesthat the strengtheningof local environmentalregulations
in developedcountriesmakesit exceedinglydifficult for hazardouswastesto be dumpedin their own backyards,
promptingthe needfor newchannels. Moreoften than not, thesenewchannelsleaddirectly to the developingworld
(Moyers,1990).
Theproblemsassociatedwith the transboundarymovementof hazardouswaste raise important and timely issues
within the criminal justice discourse. Developingcountries have repeatedly been targeted as hazardouswaste
disposalsites,yet despitethis, muchwork remainsto be donein terms of sanctioningtheseoffenders(Clapp,2001).
The transboundarymovement of hazardouswaste is usually meant to either seek out disposalsites or achieve
ęresourcerecovery,recycling,orreuseĚ(Pratt, 2011). Unfortunately,manydevelopingcountrieslack the technology,
ętraining,funding, and administrativeinfrastructureĚto properly carry out these tasks (Pratt, 2011). Without the
capacityto properly handle the waste,it is simply dumpedin piles,either in public areasas in Abidjan,or in other
areasbarely qualifying as landfills. In either case,the waste results in significantenvironmentalharm upon human
exposure(Pratt, 2011).
Thusfar, treaties havebeenthe chief sourceof international environmentallaw. Thesewritten agreementsobligate
only those States that have consentedto them and usually amount to ęsoftlawsĚ- recommendationspassedat
international conferences,with little enforceability (Situ & Emmons,2000). White (2013), notes that the social
constructionof legalandillegalplaysa particularly significantrole in the study of environmentalharmandthat from
a criminal justiceperspective,this explainswhy the conceptof environmentalcrime is consistentlyunder- valuedin
law. In addressingthis contentious legal issue,scholarsand policymakersmay considereither the extreme- the
enactment of a ban or continued treaties. However,a proposal to addressthis crime must be consideredwithin
reason; evenif the international communitysucceededin implementinga total ban on direct wastetrade activities,
developingand newly industrializing countries will remain vulnerable to related activities. There is the strong
possibility that if a complete ban is imposeddevelopingcountriesmay continue to import wastesthroughĖsham
recycling.ėTherefore,unlesseffective globalmachineryis in placeto control andmanagethe globalwasteproblems,
populations in these countries will remain vulnerable to the effects of potential exposuresto hazardouswastes
(Asante- Duah,1998).
At the other end of the spectrum,is the continueduseof ęsoftlawsĚimposedby international treaties, whichhave
little deterrent value,particularly in the face of the hugefinancial returns to be gainedfrom the hazardouswaste
trade. As noted, there is a preferenceamong some in the international environmental law community for the
familiarity of existingsoft forms of regulation. However,historically,civil penaltieshavenot provento be muchof a
deterrent in preventingcorporatecrime(Simpson& Koper,1992).

Tameka SamuelsJones
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Playing Dirty or Fighting 
Fair? 
(Cont.)
Alternately, the implementation of stringent international environmental law with punitive and criminal sanctionsfor
corporationsand individuals is ideal for sanctioningharmful transboundaryexport of waste. International criminal law
alreadysanctionsacts that causewidespreadandseveredamageto the environmentduringwartime. It seemsabsurdthat
the samepolicyshouldnot applyduringpeacetime(Iadicolaet al, 2003). Thissuggeststhat corporateenvironmentalcrime
(and other types of environmentalcrime) usually occur in the context of war, outside the rational thought that typically
accompaniestransnational corporate business. However,as has been illustrated, much of the harm for the dumpingof
hazardouswastesoverseaswerehighlycalculatedandwerecarriedout on the basisof perceivedbenefitsandcosts. Aswith
traditional crimesthat are premeditatedandresult in seriousharm anddeath,criminalizationwould be the most effective
solution.
The transnational market facilitated by globalization may bring economicbenefits; but most of these activities carry
potential health andenvironmentalproblemswith them. In a similar manner,wastetrade activitiescanbring both positive
and negativeeffects to a region. Riskassessmentand risk managementmethodologiesĕwhichhavehistorically beenused
andfound effective in evaluatingsimilar problems,andalsoin makingregulatoryandpolicydecisionsĕcanbe employedto
evaluatethe impactsof dumpingwaste overseasand determinewhether offenders shouldbe criminally prosecuted. The
extent to whichlivesareplacedat risk in undertakingdevelopmentactivitiesmayverywell serveasa measureof howmuch
theselivesarevalued(Asante- Duah,1998).
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Criminologistswithout Borders (CWOB)is a group of criminologists, researchers,professors, and working
professionalsin the field whichseekto applyscientificfindingsandębestpracticesĚto the policiesandoperations
of crimepreventionandcriminal justicesystems.
Theaim is to providebriefęstate- of- the-evidenceĚreviewson variousissuesfor consumptionby practitioners,
policy makers,and the public. In addition, the group servesas a mechanismto link researchersacrossborders,
andsharethe expertiseof memberswith thosewhomight benefit from it .
CWOBis a registerednon- profit organizationwhichprovidesobjectiveinformation andresearchto inform policy
andprogramsdealingwith crimeand criminal justice. Thegroupsoffers a neutral forum for the pursuit of ideas
andpractices.
CWOBhasbeengrantedSpecialObserverStatuswith the EconomicandSocialCouncilof the UnitedNations.

Criminologistswithout Borderscomposesinternational researchreviews and summarieson the state of the
knowledgeof the themesof the annualUNCommissionon CrimePreventionandCriminalJustice:
- International PoliceCooperation(23rd Sessionof the UNCommissionon CrimePreventionandCriminalJustice

in Vienna,2014). PrincipalAuthor: FredericLemieux.
- CrimesAgainstthe Environment (22nd Sessionof the UNCommissionon CrimePreventionandCriminalJustice

in Vienna,2013). PrincipalAuthor: GoharPetrossian.
- ViolenceagainstMigrants,Migrant Workers,and their Families. (21st Sessionof the UNCommissiononCrime

Prevention and Criminal Justice in Vienna, 2012). Joint statement with the International Sociological
Association.

- Protecting Children in a Digital Age: TheMisuseof Technologyin the Abuseand Exploitation of Children.
(20th Sessionof the UN Commissionon CrimePreventionand Criminal Justicein Vienna,2011). Research
synthesispreparedwith the InternationalSociologicalAssociation.

- Gender- BasedViolenceand the Criminal JusticeResponse(19th Sessionof the UN Commissionon Crime
PreventionandCriminalJusticein Vienna,2010). ResearchSynthesisdisseminatedto participants.

- TheIllicit Antiquities Trade(18th Sessionof the UNCommissionon CrimePreventionand CriminalJusticein
Vienna,2009). ResearchSynthesisdisseminatedto participants.

In addition Criminologistswithout Borders also co- sponsoreda sessionat the 13th UN Congresson Crime
PreventionandCriminalJusticein 2915in Doha,Qatartitled
FromResearchto Practice: JusticeSafety and Inclusion

Criminologistswithout Borderswill bemeeting at the ASCannual meeting in NewOrleans,the meeting is open
to all :
Friday,November18th,2016, 2:00pmĔ3:20pm
Hilton Exhibition CenterHECC,2nd Level

Formoreinformation visit: CriminologistsWithoutBorders.org

Current and Recent Projects of
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Highlights from the DIC Awards Presentation and 
Reception
at the American Society of Criminology Meeting 2015 in Washington, D.C. 

Freda Adler andSheldon Zhang
Happy Book Raffle Winner

Jay Albanese, 
ASC Representative to the United Nations
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¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5L/Ωǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ ƻŦ 
Comparative and Applied Criminal Justice (2016, 40:2)  brings 
together four articles that expand the scope of comparative and 
cross-national criminology. In the first article, Aunshul Rege 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ {ŀƴŘ aŀŦƛŀ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ 
organized crime. Rege uses 75 media and environmental sources 
in order to convey how the group is still able to thrive, despite 
their fragmented structures and regenerative properties. In the 
second article Elizabeth Estienne and Melissa Marabito describe 
the differences in crime reporting properties in 23 countries.  
They analyzed the data from the International Crime 
Victimization Surveys to argue that integrating incident, 
demographic, police-related, and national variables would 
highlight and distinguish the reporting practices in developed and 
emerging economies.  Youngki Woo, Mary Stohr, Craig Hemmens, 
Faith Lutze, Zachary Hamilton, and Ok-YȅǳƴƎ ¸ƻƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƛǎ 
ŀƴ ŜƳǇƛǊƛŎŀƭ ǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ /ǳƭƭŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻƴ ƳŀƭŜ ƛƴƳŀǘŜ 
society in South Korea. Building on prior work, Woo et al. refine 
the measures of instrumental and expressive dimensions of the 
theory to test reduction in prison violence. Finally, Adam 
[ŀƴƪŦƻǊŘ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ  Ƴŀǎǎ ǎƘƻƻǘƛƴƎǎΦ  
[ŀƴƪŦƻǊŘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ 
suitable targets and styles of attack.

The new issue of the DIC- affiliated journal is available now!

International Journal of Comparative and Applied Criminal 
Justice 
The journal is published 4 times each year, and it is free to paid members of the ASC 
Division of International Criminology 

Contributions, comments, or suggestions should be sent to:

Anamika Twyman- Ghoshal, Ph.D.
DIC Newsletter Editor

Katie Wahrer
Assistant DIC Newsletter Editor
E- mail: a@twymanghoshal.com

Stonehill College
Department of Sociology and Criminology
110A Martin Institute for Law and Society

320 Washington Street, 
Easton, Massachusetts 02357, USA.

mailto:a@twymanghoshal.com
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Animal Harm: Perspectives on Why People Harm and Kill Animals
By Angus Nurse
(September 2, 2016)

Anti-aƻƴŜȅ [ŀǳƴŘŜǊƛƴƎΥ ! /ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ /ǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Y ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦!9Ωǎ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ¦ƴƛǘǎ
By Waleed Alhosani
(August 30, 2016) 

Codification in International Perspective: Selected Papers
from the IACL Thematic Conference
By Wen-YeuWang
(September 3, 2016)

Criminal Genius: A Portrait of High-IQ Offenders
By James C. Oleson
(September 6, 2016)

Developing Restorative Justice Jurisprudence: Rethinking Responses to Criminal Wrongdoing
By Tom Foley 
(September 8, 2016)

Incapacitation: Trends and New Perspectives 
By Marius Dukerand MarijykeMalsch(Ed) 
( September 2, 2016) 

Reconstructing Restorative Justice Philosophy
By Theo Gavrielidesand  VassoArtinopoulou

(September 2, 2016)

Restorative Community Justice: Repairing Harm and Transforming Communities 
By Gordon Bazemoreand Mara Schiff 
(August 26, 2016) 

The Dual State: Parapolitics, Carl Schmitt and the National Security Complex
By Eric Wilson
(September 2, 2016)

The Hero's Fight: African- Americans in West Baltimore and the Shadow of the State
By Patricia Fernandez-Kelly
(September 26, 2016)

The International Politics of Human Trafficking
By Gillian Wylie
(August 31, 2016)

Violent Sensations: Sex, Crime, and Utopia in Vienna and Berlin, 1860-1914
By Scott Spector
( September 5, 2016)

Recent Publications Have you told me 
about your book?

E- mail: 
a@twymanghoshal.com
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Fancya trip?
Hereisa list of someimportant meetingstaking placein the comingyear

10& 14October,2016/ 17& 21October,2016
InternationalConferenceon ForcedLabor, ChildLaborandHuma Traffickingin EuropeandAmerica
Houston,Texas& ParisFrance
conference.sec@zoho.com

10- 11November,2016
ASIANASSOCIATIONFORSUBSTANCEABUSERESEARCH(AASAR)4th ANNUALMEETING
NationalChungChengUniversity,Taiwan

16- 19November,2016
TheASCAnnualMeeting2016:
TheManyColorsof CrimeandJustice
NewOrleansRiversideHilton- NewOrleans,LA,USA
https:// asc41.com/annualmeeting.htm

24- 25November,2016
7th AnnualConferenceOfTheVictimologySocietyOfSerbia
Challengesof socialreactionandvictims'protection
Belgrade, Serbia
http :// www.vds.org.rs/indexEng.html

29November- 2 December,2016
HorizonsCriminology
Hobart,Australia
www.anzsoc2016.com

15- 19December2016
18th WorldCongressof Criminology
Campusof O.P. JindalGlobalUniversity,Sonipat, Haryana,NewDelhiRegion,India
https:// intercrim.com/2016congress

Upcoming Meetings and Conferences

Have you told me 
about the conference 

you are hosting?
E- mail: 

a@twymanghoshal.com

Requestfor PapersandReviewersfrom the PakistanSocietyof Criminology

ThePakistanSocietyof Criminologywasestablishedin 2008, andinitiated a quarterly journalat the sametime, the Pakistan
Journalof Criminology. Thisjournal is now recognizedby the HigherEducationCommissionof Pakistanand hasbecome
extremely well- known amongpractitioners and academicsalike. In part becauseof these efforts, many universitiesin
Pakistan are now considering adding criminology courses to their curriculum and creating entire departments of
criminology. Thesubjectof ęCriminologyęwasincludedin the newsyllabusfor the CentralSuperiorServiceexamsby the
PublicServiceCommissionof Pakistan. Aswe seekto further promote the disciplinein our country,we needto reachout
and obtain more articles for our journal from international scholars. Wealso seekmore international reviewers/referees.
Pleaseconsiderthe PakistanJournalof Criminologyas an outlet for your work, and considerservingas a referee for our
journal. Thankyou for assistingin the growth and developmentof criminologyin an under- developedcountry. For more
information, contact Fasihuddin(fasihu68@hotmail.com).

mailto:conference.sec@zoho.com
https://asc41.com/annualmeeting.htm
http://www.vds.org.rs/indexEng.html
http://www.anzsoc2016.com/
https://intercrim.com/2016congress

